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Football, 2000-2003

A right-footed soccer-style kicker, Steve Azar became NIU’s all-time leading scorer
and the only player in NIU football history to earn all-conference honors four
times. As a freshman in 2000, Azar not only earned All-MAC Honorable Mention
recognition, but was also named a First Team Freshman All-America by Football
News and a Second Team Freshman All-America by The Sporting News. During B S ey
his sophomore campaign in 2001, Azar was a First Team All-MAC honoree and the league’s Co-Special
Teams Player of the Year as he set a school record with 20 field goals made, a mark he would break during
his senior season with 21. An All-MAC Second Team honoree as a junior in 2002, Azar closed his career
with his second First Team All-MAC honor in 2003, while being named the MAC’s Special Teams Player of
the Year and a Lou Groza Award semifinalist, both for the second time in his Huskie career. He was named
MAC Player of the Week an amazing eight times restablished at
least 15 school records, including Most Points Scored, Career (870); Most Field Goals Made, Career and
Season (73/21); Most Field Goals Attempted, Career (92); and Highest Field Goal Percentage, Career and
Season (.793/.933). His 370 career kick-scoring points and 73 field goals were not only NIU records, but
also established new standards in Mid-American Conference history. In addition, Azar owned five of the
six longest field goals in school history by the end of his career, including a record 52-yarder vs. nationally-
ranked Maryland on national TV in the 2003 season opener at Huskie Stadium.

HUSKIE ILLUSTRATED

2 BREATEST FLAYERS IN HUSKIE STADIUM HISTORY

In honor of the celebration of the 50th Anniversary of Northern Illinois
University’s Huskie Stadium in 2015, NIU named the 50 Greatest Play-

ers in Huskie Stadium history (1 965-present), presented by Compass
Mortgage. |

The honorees were selected by individual vote of a 13-person committee |
of current and former staff members, NIUs long-time radio broadcast
team, Huskie Hall of Famers like Joe Novak and George Bork, and
individuals whose experience with Huskie Football collectively dates back
100s of years,

Steve Azar, PK (2000-2003)
The leading scorer in NIU football history with 370 points, Steve Azar excelled
at putting points on the board for the Huskies in each of his four seasons from L
2000-03. Azar was a four-time All-MAC selection with two first team recognitions :
from the conference as he performed well season after season, resulti nginthell |
NIU school records he still owns, Through his consistency and quality of kicking,
Azar was twice named MAC Special Tearns Player of the Year, became a two-time
Honorable All-American and earned MAC Special Teams Player of the Week an
incredible eight times,




To:  El Paso Athletics Hall of Fame

From: Joe Novak, NIU Head Football Coach (retired)
Re: Steve Azar

Date: March 2025

Steve Azar simply is the best kicker | was around in my 40 years of coaching football, 34 years at the
collegiate level.

| was the head coach at Northern lllinois University in DeKalb, IL, from 1996 to 2007. In the spring of
2000 we received a letter from a young man in Colorado Springs, CO, 1,000 miles from our location,
asking about an opportunity to walk on to our football program. We had just finished our recruiting for
that year and had recruited and signed a young man from our area to replace our kicker who had
graduated. Our recruiting coordinator watched some tape featuring Steve and liked what he saw, so he
asked me what we wanted to do about him, since we had a kicker set for that recruiting class. | told him
to explain the situation to Steve, but if he wanted to walk on, we’d give him an opportunity. Steve had
researched all the Division | schools that had graduated their kickers and had written to all of them.
Thank goodness we responded to his request to be a part of our program.

Steve arrived on campus in the fall of 2000 and within three weeks had won the placekicking job, clearly
beating out the young man we had just recruited. Steve would be our kicker for the next four years, 48
games. What a career he had as a Huskie.

Through the 50+ years of NIU being a Division | football program they’ve had several All-Americans, two
NCAA rushing leaders, and a Heisman Trophy finalist, but Steve Azar is NIU’s leading scorer — with 370
points — in school history. He is the career leader in field goals, with 79, and the career leader in field
goal percentage, with a stellar 79 percent. In addition, Steve won All MidAmerican Conference Honors
all four years he was on our team, was twice named MAC Special Teams Player of the Year, and twice
named a Lou Groza Award semi-finalist, a prestigious national award.

Steve was at his best in big games. In 2003 we had a magical football season. In our season opener we
beat #12-ranked Maryland 20-13 in overtime. Steve had a 52-yard field goal in that game. A couple of
weeks later we played in Tuscaloosa, AL, and beat #21-ranked Alabama 19-16. And Steve had a 50-yard
field goal in that game. He was not only prolific and accurate, he was a clutch performer.

His is a great story of a young man seemingly out of nowhere and having what is a hall of fame career.
Very shortly after becoming eligible for NIU’s Athletics Hall of Fame, Steve was elected, before several of
his teammates who had played in the NFL.

| proudly support Steve Azar’s nomination for your Hall of Fame because | truly believe he is most
deserving of that honor.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions at my email address: plgskln@aol.com
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_; I am writing this letter to support Steve Azar’s nomination into the El Paso Athletic Hall of Fame. He has —
Y e the accolades, and accomplishments from his time as a kicker at NIU. He truly helped to elevate NiU back oy
- : into the D1 football spotlight. A core memory of mine will be that 50 yd field goal Steve nailed to beat : :
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StevenAzar
During my time at Northern lllinois University, our football team
experienced a massive shift in success and culture. | came into a struggling
program that had experienced a lot of turnover but also had faith in 2" year
head coach Joe Novak. -

Joe Novak built a successful program based on hard work and believing in
each other. His motto was “Those who Stay will be Champions”. He
worked hard to recruit the right people that would eventually become great
teammates. His method was to build from within, not bring in transfer
players from other schools. He looked for young talented athletes that
could grow up with the program but also have an immediate impact.

Steve Azar exemplifies the exact type of student athlete that Joe Novak
was looking for. His impact was felt immediately, not only on the field, but
also in the locker room. During his time at Northern lllinois, Azar set
several school records for field goals and scoring, contributing to the team's
successes in the Mid-American Conference.

Eventually, the team capped off a 10-2 season in 2003:that was filled with
highlights. On opening weekend, the Huskies beat No. 15 Maryland, then,
traveled to Tuscaloosa and beat No. 21 Alabama. After beating lowa State
the following week, the Huskies were rolling and won their first 7 games.
Following their week 5 win against Ohio, the first BCS standings were
released, and by week 7 the Huskies had climbed to No. 10 overall.

There’s no question that Steve’s contributions were enormous to the
success of this team. Azar's dedication to the sport and his achievements
as a collegiate athlete have left a lasting legacy at NIU, where he is
remembered as one of the standout kickers in the program'’s history.

As someone that was fortunate enough to play 11 seasons in the NFL, |
was surrounded by some of the best kickers in the game including Mike
Vanderjagt and Adam Vinatieri. Steve certainly had a similar impact at the
college level for our teams at Northern lllinois University.

- Ryan Diem

Ryan Diem Bio:
Ryan, a Chicago native, attended Northern Illinois University where he
served as captain on the football team and was awarded All American
status. Diem was selected by the Indianapolis Colts in the 2001 NFL Draft.
Over the course of 11 seasons with the Colts, he had 150 starts in 157
appearances, 106 wins as a starter; earning him a spot as 1 of only 13
Colts players to participate in 100+ career wins in the history of the
franchise. During that period, the Colts Offensive Line.was #1 in the NFL
for least sacks allowed - totaling only 187 sacks over 160 games. On
February 4", 2007 Diem earned the crowning ach:evement of his career as
a Super Bow! XL.| Chamoion.




STEVEN AZAR joined 6 other FIRST TEAM OFFENSIVE FRESHMAN ALL-AMERICANS that
have reached the pinnacle of their careers as Hall of Fame inductees representing

their respective universities. WHAT A SPECIAL CLASS OF WINNERS.
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Sports

Huskie PK Azar named to
~ Frosh All-America squad

. Feom Starr REPORTS

— For the 2000
Northem Illinois University
foothall team and hend couch
! Joe Novak, the postscuson hon-
ors continue to accumulate.

The latest individual accolade
for Novalds Huskies? Placekicker
Steve Azar (Calorsdo Springs,
CO / Highlands Ranch} made
The Sporting Newr Second-
Team Freshman Ab-Amenica
sgund. The mujor-college ull-
*frosh team is featured m the Dec.
4 issuie of TSN, the weekly sports

Centrul Michigan duplicated
NIU's second-best single-game
trey output. Those 16 kick-scor-
mg points vs, CMU represent-
ed the third-best single-game
performance in school history
The 25 consecutive PAT
streak was the third Jongest in
NIU annuls and the 14 field
gouls marked the fourth-best
all-time  singie-scuson  total
Azars 44-yard feld gosl vs
Central Florida tied the sev
enth-longest such kick 1p the
N‘urr.hurn Himois Reeord Book

This past scason, he converted
38-0f-40 PATs and 14-0f-15
field gouis for 30 points,

Twe other Mid-Am players
made TSN 2000 Frosh All-
Amenca team -- Contral
Michigan punter Briun Brandt
{second-team defense) and
Miami tOH! Bnebacker Terreil
Jones (third-team defense).
Azir was the first Huskie froah
Al-America foothalt selection
since  fullbuck Adam  Dach
mode The Spoarting News
honor umit ir: 1988
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1hey return all J starters and have
PS#17WR) _  avery lalented secondary.
abari Greer The rest of the Top 25;
(injLY) and 16.N Carolina 21, Penn St

17. Georgia Tech 22, USC

/, heisoneof 18. Auburn 23, Kansas St
5 depars, this 19. Purdue 24, Nebraska
, completions. 20. Louisville 25, Boston College

o W e

8. AUBURN K Damon Duval has a poweriul leg ang hit 1701 27 G's wiin a long of 51 including S
3 game winners, and averaged a super 39.2 net puniing. Their return game was oniy fair and R
should be Imrroved. They should fare better than their solidl #18 finish last year.

S The Huskies were #8 in my special leams rankings in 2000. They slipped a little
last year, dropping to #23. P Jimmy |nwin had a solid net of 36.4 and KR Michael Turner averaged
35.4 on 9 ret's. NI blocked 3 punts and had 2 TD's on returns and were +3 in the TD/Blk category.
ll;(aSle;rt?e Ah;;irc 1}“‘20 of 25‘F| t‘s despit’tie geling only 9[2% [ljasttyear: due to an in|'u:y1.1 They not only

ve s top special teams unil but are a contender for the top spol overall.

10. NEBRASKA The Huskers normally finish in my top 20. After a rar;s)a oaf-year in 2000 when the
team finished #64, they showed great improvemenl last year (#2), Josh Davis averaged 26.5 on
30 KR's and this feam’s lowest PR average recently has been 10.46. Last year DeJuan Groce
averaged 15.4 on 36 returns, P Kyle Larson had a net of 36.7 and 2 VHT kickers are back includ-
ing Josh Brown who hit 10 of 14 with 1 miss from 50+, NU has blocked 11 punts the last 3 years.

11. LSU Saban plays a lot of starters on this unit, showing it's a priority. Coach Ron Turner of lllinols said
after their bowl game, “Just look at their coverage team, they look like a team of world class sprinters.”
Egonnlgo\g}uneg hada I-TBt :f 39.4and Dorgazrgc:;c Da;i?< Eveiaged t3.4ron PR's last year gnd 234 0n

'sin . Devery Henderson averaged 25.3 on 's st year. They allowed just 16,2 on KR's

i Eilgé {g !Pgir fou%rgge é}nils and with avegrycne IEack 1h%ovgtgco;1n%nd for :op 10 hon&rg o, 7.

. U finished #3in my special teams rankingsin ut had fo replace super K Chris Kaylakie.
Nick Browne, a member of TCU's soccer team, hit 14 of 20 FG's with a long of 50 and is back. Jason

s Goss averaged 9.8 on PR's. LaTarence Dunbar, who averaged 33.5 on KFIgs in 2000, slipped to 19.5

under last }{%azr anszguulg returr;3 lo forml. Stt;ane Hu[dggllzrecgrd; n;algy IB's on KO's a;:sd the t;ea? allowed

usl 18.2 on KR's. P Joey Biasalli had a net of 39.2.and all of the key componenls are back.

%:ﬁg 13. I(?.E()I:{(_?.l;b. TECHyLasl year O'Leary experimented with some walk-ons on special leams

1as0n and their KR defense average slipped from 16.3 to 22.5. P's Dan Dyke and Chris Moorehouse

siil dtél &v;r‘gg‘?d é 13 \-éitt‘r! ihe net 0d32?3.81. PF relg Fihm;:h;?lz gn ?(2:%} ?é.o'd -;auh 5{20 Prllyf{ds {J 0,{111; :;
. e ampoell average 1. Luke Manget hi 0 s wilh a fong ol 51 and Wi

‘(a".;h 8 evewon‘é balckr.J GT will imgrove upon its #47 ﬁr?iSh lastyear. -

tarden 14+ TENNESSEE P Dustin Colquitt fixed some me- g

by i f:hsa;%ical flaws nrca’ﬁdﬁeaksi%n and a‘\.re{agaerii ;1?(;1 over ta!:g -_
. a mes and should have a stron ; f

nKRS oo Yetums and led the SE in KAs in 1999 with a ’

1Elder 263 average. PR Rashad Baker averaged 9.1. K Alex

butall  Walls hit 16 of 21 with a long of 51 and frosh James
Wilhoit had 78% of his KQ's go for TB's including 11

(Grouac  {hrough the uprights in HS.

)7lasl45, E C ROL? A JUGO P Jarad Preston came in and

58and  simply averaged 44.1 per boot (#12 in NCAA). K Kevin

D% Miller, who handled both the FG and P jobs in 2000 con-

ksinthe  centrated on just FG's and hil 18 of 21 and was a Groza  [E8

%.6av9  semifinalist. KR coverage as been outstanding here with &

haia. ony 1 return las! year over 29 yards. Marvin Townes aver-
ecruing  aged 25.0 on KR's and ail of the top PR's are back as well.
KDusty The rest of the Top 25:
hove U9, 16, Oregon 21. Clemson
nder Hil 17. Bolse St 22, Louisville
ol 385 18. Kansas St 23, Virginta Tech

19, Florida 24, Minnesota

20 Miami, Fla 25. UAB
ot i i et Sl Ml
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NIU’s Steve Azar leaves a lasting
footprint on Huskie record book
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2003 Blue-Gray Classic Presented by Movie
Dec. 25, 2003 - Steve Azar, Randee Drew




Northern lllinois University

NCAA DIVISION 1 Collegiate Summary

Level Of Achievement

1. Notable performance

1. 2003 NIU vs #21 Alabama: had 51-yard field goal and 2 extra points espn box score
hiu vs alabama

2. 2003: NIU vs #15Maryland: 52- yard field goal and game tying 26 yard. 2 extra points
https://niuhuskies.com/news/2003/8/28/Huskies work overtime to defeat Ma
ryl and 20 13 to open 2003 football season

MID AMERICAN CONFERENCE ALL TIME

#4 Scoring all time with 370 #8 FG percentage 79.3

Team conference Season stat leader MAC:

2000: Field goal percentage 93.3
https://www.sports-reference.com/cfb/conferences/mac/2000-leaders.html
2001: FG attempts 23, FG made 20, Points 91

https://www.sports-reference.com/ fb/conferences/mac/2001-leaders.html

2002” FG attempt 25, FG Made 18

2003: FG attempt 21, FG made 16, Point Kicking 104

SENIOR Bow! Games:

Senior bowls: Blue Grey 2003, Hula bowl 2004 and Gridiron Classic 2004
COMBINED 18 PTS

https://niuhuskies.com/news/2003/12/19/Northern lllinois PK Steve Azar to play in Bl
ue Gray Classic Dec 25 and Hula Bowl Jan 17




MID AMERICAN CONFERENCE SPECIAL TEAMS PLAYER OF THE YEAR
2001 and 2003

ttgs:{Zniuhuskr‘es.com[honorsghaﬂ-of-
%205ecand%20Team ﬁme%ZOin%ZOhfs%ZOHuskie

h
tame[steueazarzzz7#:":text=An%20AH%ZDMAC 7

920career.

NCAA ALL- AMERICA TEAM

2000: First Team Freshman All-America by Football News and a Second Team Freshman All
America by The Sporting News

2001— PK (Honorable Mention Football News)
2003— PK (Honorable Mention collegefootballnews.com)

NIU Stat Leader & RECORDED HOLDER

1stAll-time leading scorer 370 points -- 1%t Most kick scoring points by a kicker: 370
15t Most FG MADE: 73 -- 1t Most FG attempted: 92

1%t Highest FG %: .933 season

CAREER FG:79.3%

1t Most Consecutive FG made: 14 season -- 1t Most PAT made: 10 in one game

FOUR TIME ALL MAC CONFERENCE HONORS

2000 Honorable mention // 2001* Team All MAC // 2002 27d Team All MAC // 2003 1* Team All MAC
7 Time Mac player of the week
https:/ [niuhuskies.com[documents{2024(9{ 1/NIU Foothall 2024 Guide _Record Book. pdf

MAC Season Stat Leader:

2000: Field goal percentage 93.3 attempts 12, FG made 11
https://www.sports-reference.com/cfb/conferences/mac/ZOOO-leaders.htmI
2001FG attempts 23, FG made 20, Points 91 https://www.sports—

reference.com/cfb/conferences/ mac/2001—|eaders.htm|



2002 FG attempt 25, FG Made 18

2003: FG attempt 21, FG made 16, Point Kicking 104

Conference season Record Holder

All time 4* in points with 370

https://www.sports-reference.com/cfb/conferences/ mac/leaders/total-points-

playerseason.html

https://niuhuskies.com/honors/hall-of-

fame/steveazar/227#:":text=An%20AII%2DMAC%ZOSecond%ZOTeam,time%20in%20his%20Huskie
%20career.

BEST OF THE BEST OF THE BEST
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ALLTIME LEADERS—SCORING

SEASON POINTS PER GAME

Player, Team Ye
Barry Sanders, Oklohoma 8. ..., 11988
Boggy Reynolds, Nebraska, ;
Art Luppine, Arizona,..
Ed Marinaro, Cornell ..
Lydell Mitchefl, Penn s, ..
Marshell Faulk, San Diego 51,
Troy Edwards, Lovisiang Tech..
luke Staley, Brighom Young........ P o
Byron "Wﬁfzzei” White, Calorado ........
Suggs, Virginia Tech .............. ..
Ricky Willioms, Texas...

CAREER POINTS
(Non-Kickers)

Extra
Pts.
Player, Team Years 1D Scored FG P,
Travis Prentice, Miami [OhiO).vccnrervreererrin, 199699 =+7g 0 0 rzz8 |
Rick Willioms, Texas 199598 75 2 0
Brock Forsey, Boise S1,._..... """ 199902 68 o ¢
Anthony Thompson, Indiano ..., 1986-.89 &5 4 0
Ron Dayns, Wisconsin - .199699 63 o ¢
Marshall Faulk, San Disgo st. . 199193 162 4 0 i
Eric Crouch, Nebraska (QB)... . 199801 59 20 g
Dwone Hicks, Middle Tenn. .. . 1999.02 59 4 0
Tony Dorset, Pittsburgh 197376 59 2 0
Glenn Davis, Atmy ,ovvere 194346 59 0 o0
Ken Simenton, Oregon St 199801 57 4 0
Troy Edwards, lovisiana T - 199598 57 o g
i lupplno, fizona.... v 195356 48 49 0
Lee Suggs, Vlﬁiniu Tech v 1999.02 56 0 o
Chris Lemon, Nevada ..., """ . 199699 54 0 0
Steve Owens, Oklahoma - 196769 56 o
Willord White, Acizong Sp. 7" 1047.80  2n  ~2
LaDainian Tomlinson, TCU.
Skip Hicks, UCLA...........
Barry Sanders, Oklahomg .
Allen Pinket, Notre Dame . 65
Kevin Faulk, [SU...........
Pete Johnson, Ohio St
Ed Marinaro, Cornell ..
Herschel Walker, Georgia q
James Gray, Texas Tech....
Mike Rozier, Nebraska . ... |
Ted Brown, North

Leon Johnson, Morth Carolis
John Harvey, UTEP,............
Eddie Talboom, Wyomin
Shaun Alexander, bama
Anthony Davis, Southern Ce
Anthony Thomas, Michigan
Dalion lli!liard, su...... i
Billy Sims, Oklahoma

*Record, $See page 10 for

CAREER POINTS
{Kickers)

Player, Team -
Roman Anderson, Houston .. |
Billy Bennett, Georgia .....
Carlos Huerta, Miami (i
Jgdon Elam, Hawaii .. .
rek Schmidl, Florida St

ris Brown, Nebraska ... ...
Graham, Virginio Ter |

Jeff Hall, Tennessee............. |
Steve Azar, Northern il ...
Jeff Chandler, Florida......

Luis Zendeias, Arizona St
Nale Kaedin , lowa
Wa
LA

linois Madia Servicos

Jeff r, Washingfon ... .
Johl'fal.:g,e UCLA...... Q ......

Max Zendejas, Arizona
Kevin Buller, Georgia............
Derek Mahoney, Fresno St ...

Martin Gramalice, Kansas 51,
Nick Cal -

. . "
Steve Azar successfully an\'/eded 73 of .
attempts for Northern lllinois from 2000 "
2003 to tie for ninth in field goals made

Division I-A.
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All-Time Leading Scorerg In College Foothall History
sep_temberjs, 2024 | 2;47 PM EDT

Here are the all-time leaders |n points scorad,

Most Points Scored in College Foothaj| History

LA s

Rank

NN

Player Points To From ' Co]le;

1 Will Relchard 547 2019 2023 Alabama

2 Keenan Reynolds 530 2012 2015 Navy

18 Ricky Williams e 1995 1998 Texas

55 Cedric Benson 404 2001 2004 Texas

66 Jason Elam 305 1988 1992 Hawaii

67 Nick Novak 393 2001 2004 Maryland
%2 Cameron Dicker 386 2018 2021 Texas

74 Pat McAfee 384 2005 2008 West Virginia

98 Steve Azar 370 2000 2003 Northern Iliinois




806, SCUE -
T G 016 Jate)
T (2 101 T
T {C#) B T
6 18 T
T BT

Sjulod

[l

G865, SCUR .,
L1161 75 19221
O (1) 92 €002
Jv (W) s 7002
T (% e
M (6} 9 TO0E
T L 0T

sydwiay feos pjai4

955, sUE
DT Ul 26 a0e)
29 (1) 901 S0
T G T
JoV (14 16 7002
Taie R 0T
Bupjan syuiog

PR L
2wV (L3 153 8]
TG 0T
T 1 0
T 16 00
T () 96 700

9PE spuI0d BIXY

YpLUE,,
0771 (B 51 o0
T (g3 B TR ECTE
Tl o T
T (2 59 O
VM4 26 0002
VO IZ € 56 000

abiepIaa1ad [eos) pjatd

Jeb} g o
w915 ) Je0e)
(o] e £

18] €4 7002
i e T
T (90 o E00C

Sy Julod e

(|
-:f

[
-:["

| ”l
=T

06} 0
w07 (B £1 6600
VN 1 E00
TR (81 7000
OV {14} 02 7002
R LA T
T (23 ) IO

2pel S{e09 Piet

6] 013
QNI (G2 04€ 901D
W (24) ¥0. SO0
O (G S5 700
T 16 100

T4 08 000
Sjuiod

speoepes 2 puziy - SIOUOH PUB ‘SP/EMY ‘Spieoqapes uo ssaueseaddy



CBS - CBS SportslLine - AOL

Steve Azar

Position: Placekicker/Punter
College: Northern Illinois
Height: 5-7

Weight: 200 ‘
Hometown: Colorado Springs, Colo.

Analysis | Agility | High School | Personal

OVERVIEW :

One of the premier placekickers in the country, he became the first player
in school history to earn All-Mid American Conference honors four times in
a career  Cool under pressure, he proved to be an invaluable performer
with several victories produced by his leg in the final seconds of games
He has that air of confidence to him that only quality kickers possess

In 44 games, he set the school career record with 370 points, making 73 of
92 field goals (79.3 percent) and 151 of 158 extra point (95.6 percent)
attempts His 370 points broke-the previous school mark of 253 points by
John Ivanic (1987-9@) and the!Mild American Conference kick-scoring record
of 320 points by Toledo's Todd Frarée (1998-2001) His 151 PATs topped
the old Huskie all-time record:o#:1'15 by Ivanic and his 73 field goals
shattered Ivanic's previous NIU ‘record of 46.

ANALYSIS

Positives: Has a short frame, but it displays good bone structure and
well-built thighs and calves Has a strong leg that delivers pop and
explosion Gets the ball up and off the ground with a quick rise Very
accurate on intermediate field goals Has little problems kicking in poor
weather conditions Handles pressure well Hard worker in the weight
room Right-footed soccer-style kicker who gets good distance upon
contact  Can kick from either hash point with equal success Knows how

to adjust his kicking motion and style based on field position and weather
conditions.

Negatives: Can kick the ball into the end zone at times, but has only
marginal hang time on his kickoffs Has good mental toughness and will
get down field to help the coverage unit, but lacks strength and size to
do anything more than get into the returner’'s way  Back-up punter, but
does not have the leg to be consistent in that area.

AGILITY TESTS

4.89 in the 4@-yard dash  280-pound back squat 11 chin-ups 28
3/8-inch arm length  9-inch hands Right-handed Right-footed.

HIGH SCHOOL

Attended Highlands Ranch (Colo.) High, playing football for coach Chuck
Puga  Earned all-state honors in both football and soccer Led the
football team to the playoffs and the soccer team to the Class S5A state
title as a senior 1In two years on the gridiron, he scored 116 points on
15 of 22 field goals and 71 of 74 extra point attempts and punted 64 times
for 2,539 yards (39.7 avg.) Holds the school record with a 52-yard field
goal  Spent his freshman and sophomore years at Franklin (E1l Paso, Texas)
High.

PERSONAL

Sociology major Nickname is "Bizarre" Born Steven King Azar on Oct.
29, 1979 Resides in Colorado Springs, Colo.

Courtesy of NFLDraftScout.com, Powered by The Sports Xchange
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Las Vegas New York ' Alabama
Chicago Rush Gladiators Dragons Utah Blaze Vipers

PROFESSIONAL CAREER

Arena Football 2005-2008, 2010
Memphis Xplorers

Chicago Rush

Las Vegas Gladiators

Utah Blaze MEMPHIS
New York Dragons

Alabama Vipers

ARENA cUP CHAMPISONS Bl
https://www.arenafan.com/history/?page=abowls&histleague=2

Play off Record 61-yard kick
http://www.luckyshow.org/football/field%20goals%200f%2060%20yards%200r%20more.htm

Regular season leaders from ‘Sl
Most extra Points in a Season with 82 2007
Most Extra Points Made, Game 3" with 10 point (4x) games

Most Field Goals Attempted, 4t (13) *Steve Azar vs. New Orleans VooDoo, 3.18.07
Most Field Goals Made, Career 9 ..Steve Azar ...... 2007

Most Field Goals Made, Season 9.. Steve Azar ....2007

Voted 8" best kicker in League History

https://www.oursportscentral.com/services/releases/former-oklahoma-city-
standout-a-j-haglund-named-af2s-top-kicker-of-all-time/n-3784511

BEST OF THE BEST OF THE BEST



PROFESSIONAL CAREER
2005-2010

i

2

“Named af2's o Kicker of
All-Time

8. Steven Azar
9. Brandon Kornblue

10. Alex Walls




Steven Azar played from 2005 to 2010 during his career with the Memphis Xplorers, Alabama
Vipers, Chicago Rush, Las Vegas Gladiators, New York Dragons and Utah Blaze.

2005 AFL Cup Champions Memphis Xploreres

2010 AFL Semi Finals New York Dragons




Field Goals 60 yards or more

Field goals were not always worth 3 points!
Read about the histor: of snumericnl seoring, pueouts, drop-kicks amd “eiple theeats®,

119 K o $35
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. - 697365523913 :
61'yards John Kasay, Carolina Panthers (W 23-20) v New England Patriots, v/ 4/ 1999 . -
[Pre-season game)
61 yards Bryan Robertson, Seymour HS v Franklin County (Indiana), 10/29/1999
61 yards Cline Ingle, Burns HS (L 3-48) Shelby HS (North Carolina), 9/1/2000
[61 yards Steve Weathetford, Terre Haute North HS (Indiana), 20007 delisted
61 yards Kody Bliss, Brentwood Academy (Tennessec) (I 3-10) McCallie School (Chatanooga), 9/28/2001
61 yards Tyler Norris, Donelson Christan Academy () v Greenbrier, 10/ /2001
61 yards Pete Garces, Wyoming Cavaley (W 68 ) v San Angelo Stampede (Tx.), 3/25/2005 (n), Casper Dvent Ceneer [National Indoor Football League|
61 yards Pete Garces, Wyoming Cavalev (W' 52-32) Kissimmee Kreatures, 5/2,/2005 -1 19 (NIFL)
o0l vards Danoy Kight, Louisville Fire (W 73-63) at Albany Conquest, 6/24/2005 (Avena Football 2) V
61 yards Steven Azar, Memphis Xplosion (W 71-30) Amarillo Dusters, 87 1272005 [Playofl game| (A2}
Te €cton, Last 1exas DApOSst - ssIssIppr College, 1175 2 1vision
61 yards Matt Szymanski, A&M Consolidated HS (L 6-28) Euless Ttinity, 12/3/2005 [Texas Statc Class 5A Division I Semi-Final] (no tee)
61 yards Mason Crosky, Colorado State (W 14-10) Colorads, 9/9/ 2006 (Nullified as Colorads State called time ont, had 12 men on freld, Crosby then missed kick.]
61'yards Kyle Chilton, Pikesville College (W 19-8) West Virginia Tech, 11/11/2006 (freshman) (N.A.LA.)
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Coaches Rzandy Hodou,s Mlke Paleo ¥ Pr
Managers Kamn Bushq Megan Durdy,

Chns Bennett Tannel:.Mdiccey, Robbie
Williams, Ryan Azpogu,, Marshall Dlries, : reci Peaccick Gr@g Smk Brandon Graham,
Alex Jeffersof% Za:jfi"— Lewnson, T odd: Lowm,'-cM’kale Nachtrleb Rusty Giudici and

_:_,.._--5_s*é.a$on was 18 -1 - 1

On re ue:s[ o &mtor OAIL é)uana
%

Given this 19th day of February, 1999, State Capitol. Denver, Colprads.

G R

Presitint of the Senate







NSCAA BOYS HIGH SCHOOL RANKING
Fall Season - Final Rating

Followihg is the INSCAA

Boys High School Top 25 Soccer Poll santioned and

conducted by the National Soccer Coaches Association of America (NSCAA). This is the

final poll of the 1998 fall season.

RELEASE: For Immediate Release

Rank School

St. Benedicts Prep
Marshfield HS
Trinity HS
Rockhurst HS
South Eugene HS

Downingtown HS
Sachem HS

OO~NAU D WN -~

10 E.Q. Smith HS
11 Davis HS
12 Danbury HS
Novi HS
4  Capital HS

15 Christian Brothers Academy

16 North Country Union

17 Highlands Ranch HS
18 ﬁgéﬁams’—‘—

19 Arch Bishop Curley Holy HS

20 Canterbury HS

21 Bethlehem HS

22 John Jay Senior HS
23 St, Mark’s

24 St. Pius X

25 Christian Brothers

Thomas Worthington HS

Wesleyan Christian Academy

DATE: Nov. 23, 1998

CityState
Newark, N.J.
Marshfield, Mass:
Louisville, Ky,
Kansas City, Mo.
Eugene, Ore.
Worthington, Ohio
Downingtown, Pa.
Holbrook, N.Y.
High Point, N.C.
Storrs, Conn.
Davis, Calif.
Danbury, Conn.
Novi, Mich.
Charleston, W. Va.
Lincroft, N.J.
Newport, Vt.
?ghlands Ranch, Colo.
yracuse, N.Y.
Baltimore, Md.
Canterbury, Ind.
Bardstown, Ky
Hopewell Junction, N.Y.
Newark, Del,
Albuquerque, N.M.
St. Louis, Mo.

e

Last
Record Rank
22-0-0* 1.
21-0-0* 81
26-0-0* 4
27-0-1* 6
18-0-1* 8
21-0-2* 10
25-1-2* 9
18-1-3* 19
26-1-4* 12
18-0-3* NR
21-0-1 NR
18-0-4* 11
22-1-1* 18
21-1-3* 17
20-0-2* NR
17-0-1* 15 -
18-1-1* RV
19-3-1 NR
17-1-1 RV
22-1-3* 2
22-1-0 21
20-4-0 25
18-1-1* RV
18-2-2* 23
32-2-1 2

Receiving Votes: Shenendehowa Central HS, Clifton Park, N.Y.; River Hill HS*, Clarksville,

Md.; Belmont HS, Belmont, N.H.*: Dakota Ridge HS*, Littleto:
Scotch Plains, N.J.; Pittsford-Mendon HS, Rochester, N.Y.

n, Colo.; Scotch Plains HS*,

* - Denotes State Champion RV - Denotes Receiving Votes NR - Denotes Receiving Votes

For further information contact the NSCAA National Office 1-800-458-0678

Natinnal Qacrcor Cnacheg Accariation ﬂf America
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This is to certlfy that

‘,ﬁ fy('aw N )
M@d} ~ High School  esaums

has been recogmzed as

TROJANS RAIDERS

for the 192899 gchool year.

HUSKIES

A

RAIDERS

OLYMPIANS
' COACH ATHLETIC DIRECTOR
‘%@ %ﬁ
t"
\ BAE
EGLES FALCONS THUNDERBIRDS




HONORABLE MENTION
AYRHIEYRE:

This is to certify that

of Highlands Ranch o High SChOOl

HONORABLE MENTION

in — Football - Punter/Ki_qke}_:_ -

for the 1997 year

Y oD y
(Lo~ Jpumdipll
COACH ATHLETIC DIRECTOR

|




Steve Azar

PRINCESS
Sara Walker

1995

__Homecoming
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EPAHOF ‘13

Franklin High School




STEVEN KING AZAR
Born: October 22, 1979
. El Paso, Texas 1979to 1996 ----17yrs.
Zach White Elementary School
Lincoln Junior High School (EPAHOF ’09 Principal Paul Strezlin)
Franklin High School...3 Class Freshman/Sophomore Years
EL PASO ATHLETICS

Westside Soccer League Select Teams, Frank Manning Baseball (All Star Teams), JR High Football,
Franklin HS Soccer/Football

COLORADO ATHLETICS
Highlands Ranch High School, Highlands Ranch, Colorado
Class 5A State Soccer Champions.1998
CONTINENTAL ALL-LEAGUE SOCCER 1998
SEMI-FINALS 5A FOOTBALL 1997

CONTINENTAL ALL LEAGUE FOOTBALL 1997

COLLEGIATE ATHLETICS
NORTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY---BS SOCIOLOGY ‘03
t*** NJU ATHLETICS HALL OF FAME 2017—NAMED TO NIU 50 GREATEST PLAYERS*** !
4 Time Media All-American/ 2 Time All Mac Special Teams Player of the Year
STILL NIU ALL TIME TOTAL POINTS SCORER (370) and Holder of 14 School Records
2004 NCAA TOP 50 ALL TIME TOTAL POINTS SCORER & 9" ALL TIME KICKER PERCENAGE

CURRENTLY NCAA TOP 100 ALL TIME TOTAL POINTS SCORER

PROFESSIONAL CAREER

ARENA FOOTBALL 2005-2010

ARENA CUP CHAMPION 2005----SEMI FINALS 2006,2008

NAMED 8™ ALL TIME ARENA LEAGUE KICKER

SCAN ME




