
El Paso Athletic Hall of Fame  
Nomination for Richard Thomas Culler (Posthumous) 

 

RICHARD THOMAS CULLER 

Family                              Married to Brenda Edwards June 1974  (39 years) 

Children                            Bobby Joe Culler and Casey Edwards Culler  

1967-All Montgomery County and Suburban Maryland. All Metro Trophy Winner  

!968- Graduated from Wheaton High School Silver Spring, Maryland after being a letterman in 

football, basketball and track 

1968- Scholarship to play football at Murray State University 

1972- B.S Murray State University Murray, Kentucky 4 Year Football Letterman  

1972-1975- US Navy Hospital Corps Quantico, Virginia  

1974-1975- Hospital Corpsman of the Year 

1977- M.S. Indiana State University Terre Haute, Indiana  

1977- Begin career at Bel Air High School as Educator/Athletic Trainer  

March 1982- Bel Air High School Student Council Teacher of the Month  

1984-1986- President Sun City Athletic Trainers Association 

1985-1986- Ysleta School District Outstanding Athletic Trainer  



1988- Special Olympics Award for Contribution in Sports Medicine 

1992-1994- Bel Air High School CEIC Member  

January 1994- Bel Air High School Teacher of the Month  

!996-1997- Bel Air High School Teacher of the Year  

1999- Bel Air High School yearbook dedication   

2000- National Athletic Trainers Association 25 year award  

2000- SWATA and SCATA 25 year award  

2002- YISD 25 year service award  

2004-2005- Bel Air High School Teacher of the Year  

2007- Sun City Athletic Trainers Association Hall of Fame Induction  

1977-2008- Continuous Active Member of SCATA 

2008- Naming of the Rick Culler Fieldhouse at Bel Air High School  

2008- Bel Air High School Basketball retires #1 Basketball Jersey  

2008- After 31 years at Bel Air High School retires as Athletic Trainer and Educator  

2011- Helped during the Texas vs The Nation game  

2023- Inducted into the Wheaton High School Athletic Hall of Fame  

It is also noted while at Bel Air Coach Culler had the opportunity to work with 

Austin Burton, Bob Savage (El Paso Athletic Hall of Fame), Tom Work ( El Paso Athletic 

Hall of Fame), Lou James (El Paso Athletic Hall of Fame), Bob Haak (El Paso Athletic Hall 

of Fame), Ralph Reyna, Guy Crenshaw, Jesse Perales(Head Football Coach at Naaman 

Forrest) , Rob Dibler( Head Basketball Coach at Bel Air), Ron Vicencio, Larry Vucan (El 

Paso  Baseball Hall of Fame) Head Baseball Coach at Southlake Carroll), Rick Miller (El 



Paso Baseball Hall of Fame), Kristen Schumaker, Roger Velazquez, Louie Calleros and 

many many more. 

 

 
“The adage is that bad news comes in pairs. Well, over the past 

month, that news unfortunately doubled when we lost four exceptional 
human beings who helped shape the sports landscape in El Paso. 
I crossed paths with many of them when their children played in El Paso 
Parks and Recreation sports leagues and through the wider sports 
community. Even though they were parts of great teams in their careers, 
perhaps the greatest teams they built were their families. 
Richard Culler, longtime athletic trainer and health instructor at Bel Air 
High School, was always there for student athletes in his 31 years at the 
Lower Valley school. Its athletic field house was named in his honor 
several years ago, and he didn't mind the lengthy workdays because he 
loved healing the injuries and sometimes bruised egos of his athletes. 
Culler helped the Parks and Recreation Department in the early days of 
the summer track and field program. He was a role model who cared 
about both male and female sports -- but most of all he cared about his 
beloved Bel Air. Culler died in February at age 63. 
"Coach Culler epitomizes what Big Red Pride represents," Bel Air 
basketball coach Rob Dibler said. "He will always be remembered by the 
thousands of lives he touched as a teacher through athletics at Bel Air 
High School. He was a dear friend and mentor to me, and I will do my 
best to continue his legacy and make him proud."  
(Excerpt from Wayne Thornton’s article Four men who helped shape EP 
athletics) 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 
 



 

“ I wanted to mix my medical knowledge with my athletic knowledge” 
                                                                                   -Richard Culler  


